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Important Information for
2023 Platte River Safari Peer Leader Intern Applicants 
What is Platte River Safari?

Audubon’s Rowe Sanctuary’s Platte River Safari is an experiential-based, conservation day camp.  The program’s purpose is to engage children out on the land – and in the water – to discover the great diversity of life that exists beyond their own backyards.  By using local field sites and an interdisciplinary, experiential-based curriculum that leads to conservation action, Platte River Safari aims to create in the minds of our children a deeper appreciation for where we live.

The Job

Peer Leader Interns will focus on gaining the skills necessary to lead small groups of students through conservation education summer camp programs, as well as gain experience implementing lesson plans in an outdoor setting. Audubon Nebraska’s Peer Leader Internship is a challenging, highly rewarding experience for anyone considering a career in environmental or conservation education.

Essential Functions

Under the guidance of Audubon staff members, Peer Leader Interns will help deliver dynamic, high quality conservation education camp programs for second through fifth grade campers.  They will have the opportunity to develop skills and knowledge through the following responsibilities:

· Assist with the setup and implementation of the Platte River Safari camps

· Assist with the teaching of environmental education programs during Platte River Safari
· Assist in providing  a safe learning environment for campers 

· Work collaboratively with education staff to ensure excellence and maintain continuous improvement in programming 

· Be positive role models and facilitators for the campers

As a result of this experience, interns will sharpen their conservation education skills and gain knowledge of local natural history and conservation through the engagement of campers in a variety of age and ability appropriate lessons, games, crafts, and activities.

More Details

As one of the Platte River Safari Peer Leaders Interns each week, you will be responsible for guiding and assisting a group of five or six campers (2nd-5th grade) with all the activities and experiences of the Platte River Safari week.  You will be expected to serve your campers as a friend and a leader.  You will help them adjust to new situations, give encouragement, serve as a positive role model, and keep them safe.  

Platte River Safari is held at the Iain Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary on June 20-22 and June 27-29. 
Platte River Safari runs from 8:30am to 3:30pm on Tuesday-Thursday, You will be required to help clean on Thursday 
Daily activities begin with field trips to local sites where rotating sessions are held; several of these include guest presenters who are experts in various disciplines, e.g. birds, fish, reptiles and amphibians, mammals, bugs, plants, soils, water, art, living history, storytelling, etc.  
Qualifications, Experiences & Requirements: 

· Eligible interns
· Must have an interest in conservation and a strong desire to experience and learn about conservation-focused programming in an outdoor setting.

· Must have completed 9th grade for the 2022-2023 school year.  College students and graduates are encouraged to apply.
· ***If you plan on using Platte River Safari for CAT or volunteer hours, you do NOT need to fill out the online paperwork***
· This is a short term internship.  Peer Leader Education Interns must be able to commit to 1-2 weeks from must be available Friday, June 16 for training from 9am to 2pm, and from 8am to 4pm each day of camp. 
· If you are selected as a peer leader, you must inform other employers/coaches/parents of your commitment to Platte River Safari in advance so that there are no time conflicts (practices, games, work, vacations, etc.) during Platte River Safari. If you are unable to attend any part of your assigned week, you will be replaced with an alternate.  

Pay
Peer leaders are paid and Platte River Safari is an excellent experience and a great resume builder.  We can offer Volunteer Hours instead of pay-talk to Beka for more information.

Transportation

We have many options to help get you to camp if you can’t drive.  Just let us know!

To apply
Please submit a resume (see enclosed example) by email or mail that includes answers to the following questions by April 30 to:

beka.yates@audubon.org

Beka Yates

44450 Elm Island Road


Gibbon, NE 68840


Phone: 308-468-5282
Questions:
1. Please explain your past experiences working with children.

2. Please explain your experiences in the outdoors.

3. Describe leadership positions you have held, especially with young people.

4. Why do you want to return as/become a Platte River Safari peer leader?

Also include the weeks you are able to work (June 28-30 or July 5-7 or both).
*If you are selected to be a Peer Leader, there will be an application process. We will guide you through this process.  

Included is an example of what we are looking for in your resume. If you have any questions, please contact Beka- work: 308-468-5282, beka.yates@audubon.org 
KEEP THIS SHEET FOR YOUR INFORMATION

[image: image1.png]