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The mission of Rowe Sanctuary is to preserve Platte River ecosystems for cranes and other wildlife through conservation and education.

Crane Cam - To watch the crane came, please
go to http://rowe.audubon.org/crane-cam.

Above  |  Rowe Volunteer Named Top Youth Volunteer

Below  |  Whooping Cranes Cap Off Crane Season

ROWE HAPPENINGS/NEWS 

40 Years Protecting America’s Great Migration
On March 15, Audubon’s Rowe Sanctuary celebrated its 40th anniversary with two 
events. An open house celebration event was held in the afternoon for the general 
public at Rowe and the Iain Nicolson Audubon Center Stewardship Board held an 
invitation only fundraising celebration that evening at the Museum of Nebraska Art.

The afternoon celebration was attended by more than 200 people who enjoyed 
several speakers including Dr. Paul Johnsgard, Nebraska’s First Lady, Sally Ganem, 
and Chandra Taylor Smith, V.P. Community Conservation and Education for National 
Audubon Society. Several past Directors of Rowe Sanctuary joined us as well, along 
with many people that have been involved over the past 40 years. Everyone had a 
great time reconnecting with friends and telling stories, as well as rejoicing in the 
future of Rowe. 

The Stewardship Board created a very special event for the 135 attendees that evening. 
The Museum of Nebraska Art was an amazing venue. The place was filled with crane 
related artwork and the Stewardship Board decorated beautifully to add to the already 
spectacular surroundings.  The event topped off with an auction that included a trip to 
Carmel, California, photographs from Tom Mangelson and Joel Sartore, as well as a poem 
written by Don Welch about Rowe Sanctuary called “Belong” that was framed and done in 
calligraphy. The evening closed with a “Fund-A-Need” auction, raising enough to purchase 
a 6x6 Polaris ATV to be used in habitat restoration and management. Overall the events of 
the day were hugely successful!

Audubon is truly fortunate to have such dedicated supporters of the 
work being done for the cranes and the Platte River. You are ensuring 
this place is a safe haven for cranes and a place people can come and 
feel the wing beats and hear the calls of America’s Greatest Migration. 
Thank you for caring about Rowe Sanctuary and our natural world. The 
future is bright because of people like you.
        Sincerely,
     

        Bill Taddicken, Director

Development & Conservation Staff Additions
Cindy Houlden will begin working with Audubon Nebraska as the Donor Relations 
Coordinator. Previously Cindy served as the Development and Special Events 
Coordinator for the Iain Nicolson Center at Rowe Sanctuary. Before joining 
Audubon, Cindy worked at UNK as the Safety Education and Research 
Manager for the Nebraska Safety Center where she coordinated center 

(continued on next page)



Academy Award-winning actor Forest Whitaker congratulates 
Phoebe Lockhart, 18, of Ogallala (center) and Audrey Worthing, 
13, of Elm Creek (right) on being named Nebraska’s top two youth 
volunteers for 2014 by The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards. 
Phoebe and Audrey were honored at a ceremony on Sunday, May 4 at 
the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History, where they 
each received a $1,000 award.

ROWE HAPPENINGS CONTINUED

FAMILY PROGRAMS
A Naturally Good Time for Everyone!  Future 
programming is listed below. For additional details and 
to verify dates, please give us a call at (308) 468-5282.

July 19 | Firefly Picnic    
7:30 PM
Bring your own snack picnic and watch the sunset on 
the Platte River. Then spend a relaxing evening learning 
about fireflies and other insects.

October 11 | Owl Prowl     
TBD 
Come walk through the prairie and along the Platte River 
as we search for night creatures including our iconic 
owls.  The evening will end with a marshmallow roast.  
We’ll be outside for the entire program, so please dress 
in layers.

Coming in October!  
Rowe Adventures for Adults – Please visit our ‘Calendar 
of Events’ page on our website for details and to confirm 
dates and start times for all programs.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thanks to all of you who have liked 
us on Facebook.  Be sure to check out 
our page to see what’s happening 
throughout the year. 

outreach, marketing, and grant-writing activities, and managed 
the Pupil Transportation contract with the Nebraska Department 
of Education. She is an adjunct Lecturer with the Department of 
Economics, teaching written and oral business communication 
courses. Prior to joining UNK Cindy was the Projects Coordinator 
for the Buffalo County Economic Development Corporation. Cindy is 
an active member of the Kearney Area Chamber of Commerce and 
Kearney Noon Rotary. She is a past board member of the Kearney 
Area Children’s Museum and the Kearney Soccer Club. She lives in 
Kearney with her husband Tobin, 15 year old daughter Madalyn and 
cats Alley and Spooky. Cindy will be located at the Iain Nicolson 
Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary.

Andrew Pierson joined the staff at Rowe Sanctuary during 
the height of spring crane season assuming the new role of 

Habitat Program Manager. Andrew comes with experience in 
habitat management and conservation planning most recently 
as Coordinating Wildlife Biologist with Rocky Mountain Bird 
Observatory. He has also spent time completing sensitive species 
monitoring in the mountains of Idaho as a Student Conservation 
Association (SCA) intern and Biological Science Technician with the 
US Forest Service and delivering habitat conservation programs as 
a Wildlife Biologist with Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. 
Andrew grew up on a farm and ranch along the braided Middle 
Loup River in Central Nebraska and so finds himself in a familiar 
landscape at The Sanctuary. He has a degree in Biological Sciences 
from the University of Nebraska – Lincoln. Andrew, wife Johnna, 
daughter Jettlyn and golden retriever Custard are enjoying their 
new home in Grand Island and life in the Platte valley.

VOLUNTEERISM

EDUCATION

Volunteer Spotlight – Crane Season Volunteers

The staff here at Rowe greatly appreciates the time and effort 
our volunteers put in throughout the year, but even more so 
during Crane Season.  Preparing our facilities for the crowds 
of people that arrive in March and early April to keeping the 
facilities in tip top shape while the visitors are here; taking 
reservations over the phone for our tours, leading those tours 
day and night, providing information to our visitors, stocking 
and staffing our gift shop; essentially doing anything they 
are asked to do – they are simply amazing.  This season, 
97 volunteers totaled nearly 5,000 hours. This equates to 
approximately $84,000 in savings toward our annual budget. 
Again, simply amazing!  A big THANK YOU to each and every 
one of our volunteers.  We couldn’t do this without you!

Sharon, a Lexington, Nebraska seventh grader wrote the haiku above 
after her experience in a morning viewing blind this past March. 
But this year, educational programming during crane season was 
not just for the traditional student.  Rowe offered a new weekend 
speaker series. Subjects ranged from how to take better pictures 

with your point and shoot camera to the history of the Platte River 
and Rowe Sanctuary.  Rowe also offered a habitat tour that included 
a behind the scenes hands-on look at the conservation work being 
done on the sanctuary throughout the year.

CONSERVATION

Expanded Programming Offered During Crane Season

Keep a watchful eye
Be as quiet as a mouse

Watch as they fly by!

Heather Henson’s IBEX Puppetry performed at Kearney’s Merryman Performing Arts Center in celebration of Rowe 
Sanctuary’s 40th Anniversary.  ‘FLIGHT: A Crane’s Story’ was performed twice on March 29th.

This prescribed burn was conducted on one of Rowe’s prairie 
tracts in late April.

Managing for More than Cranes

As the last of the cranes depart the Platte River valley, the 
conservation focus shifts in part to providing upland grassland and 
wet meadow habitat to support plant community and associated 
wildlife diversity on Rowe Sanctuary. One of the most effective 
management activities in the staff’s toolbox is prescribed fire. Spring 
burns are planned each year to maintain or improve wildlife habitat 
by enhancing native warm-season grasses, inhibiting less desirable 
or invasive cool-season grasses, controlling Eastern red cedar and 
other woody species. Then, throughout the growing season, the 
entirety of The Sanctuary’s grassland habitats will be managed 
with some combination of prescribed haying and grazing, targeted 
control of invasive species or rest. Rowe Sanctuary’s upland prairies 
provide important habitat for resident and migratory grassland birds 
such as Grasshopper Sparrow, Dickcissel, Western Meadowlark, 

Bobolink, Northern Bobwhite, Henslow’s Sparrow, Field Sparrow, 
and Northern Harrier.
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Rowe Sanctuary would like to thank everyone who has supported our work on behalf of cranes and other wildlife that depend on the Platte 
River and its associated ecosystems. The following gifts were received between October 1, 2013 - March 31, 2014.

OUR SUPPORTERS

The support and recognition of all our donors is extremely important to us.  If a donor has been inadvertently left off of this list, please let 
us know so any missing names or corrections can be made in the next issue.

SANDHILL CRANE
$2,500 & above
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Kearney Visitors Bureau
Nebraska Central Telephone Company
Platte River Recovery Implementation 
 Program

BALD EAGLE
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Michael Forsberg Photography
Sandhills Publishing
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First National Bank
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FEATHERED FRIENDS
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2014 CORPORATE SPONSORS

Our corporate sponsors support Rowe Sanctuary in a variety of ways through generous financial and in-kind assistance.  Above is the listing of our 2014 sponsors.  
If you would like information on our corporate and education sponsorship opportunities, please contact Bill Taddicken at btaddicken@audubon.org.

Have you considered Rowe Sanctuary in your 
Planned Giving?
Supporting Rowe Sanctuary’s conservation and education efforts 
with a bequest in your will, or by naming Rowe Sanctuary as 
the beneficiary for your retirement plan assets is an important 
decision.  

Should you decide to gift Rowe Sanctuary in your estate 
planning, we suggest the following wording, “I bequeath $____ 
( or _____% of my residuary estate) to the Iain Nicolson 
Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary, a not-for-profit 
environmental organization with its principle offices located in 
New York, NY.” 

As you consider your life’s priorities, we encourage you to seek 
the advice and counsel of professional advisors. 

For more information please contact Bill Taddicken at 
308-468-5282 or send an email to rowesanctuary@audubon.org.

YOU CAN HELPDEVELOPMENT 

Creating a Legacy for Nature 
Making a planned gift from your estate is a wonderful way to help ensure a future for Audubon’s 
important conservation work. We are creating a recognition society for supporters making planned gifts 
to any of our Audubon Nebraska programs, including the Iain Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe 
Sanctuary, the Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center, or our statewide area of greatest need.  Planned 
gifts can also be designated to endowment to help ensure our conservation success into the future.  

We appreciate these gifts and want to recognize you for your leadership and dedication. We also want 
to make people aware of this giving option. If you have included Audubon in your estate plans, please 
contact me directly at 402/797-2301, or at mlangan@audubon.org. Even if you wish to remain 
anonymous, it helps for us to know of your intentions. We will list you in our materials as “Anonymous”  
to let others know how many people care about this work. 

We extend our sincere appreciation to you for your support of Audubon Nebraska. 

 

Executive Director, Audubon Nebraska 
 
Marian Langan photo 

 

How to include Rowe Sanctuary in your planned giving 
 
From the director… 

Bill Taddicken photo 

Rowe’s Crane Cam is available at http://rowe.audubon.org/crane-cam.   

CNN.com- Naturalist Beth Pratt shares with CNN that Rowe Sanctuary is one of the top seven U.S. spots 
for wildlife.    
 
 

  

 
 

Creating a Legacy for Nature
Making a planned gift from your estate is a wonderful way to help 
ensure a future for Audubon’s important conservation work. We 
are creating a recognition society for supporters making planned 
gifts to any of our Audubon Nebraska programs, including the Iain 
Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary, the Spring Creek 
Prairie Audubon Center, or our statewide area of greatest need.  
Planned gifts can also be designated to endowment to help ensure 
our conservation success into the future. 
We appreciate these gifts and want to recognize you for your 
leadership and dedication. We also want to make people aware 
of this giving option. If you have included Audubon in your 
estate plans, please contact me directly at 402/797-2301, or at 
mlangan@audubon.org. Even if you wish to remain anonymous, 
it helps for us to know of your intentions. We will list you in our 
materials as “Anonymous” to let others 
know how many people care about this 
work. We extend our sincere appreciation 
to you for your support of Audubon 
Nebraska.
 

Executive Director, Audubon Nebraska

Rowe’s Wish List

6 passenger electric golf cart

Power Washer

Digital Projector

ATV Trailer

New commercial vacuum cleaner

New Ipad

Three point box scraper for tractor

Adobe InDesign software for PC

Adobe Acrobat Pro software for PC

Samsung W300 HD camcorder

$5 million Endowment
The appearance of several whooping cranes capped off the spring migration 
of cranes this year.  During the last couple of weeks of the migration, a total 
of 21 whooping cranes spent at least one night on the sanctuary, which is a 
record for Rowe.  Photo Credit: Don Brockmeier
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Karen Humphrey & Jon McBride
Duncan & Janice McGregor
Kevin & Carol McGregor
Andy Jader & Nancy McGregor-Jader
Jim & Kathleen McKenzie
Arnold Mendenhall
Jim Meyers
Brian & Jane Moody
Diana Nevins
Margery Nicolson
Gary Zaruba & Karen Park
Patti & Tom Peterson
Mark & Doreen Pfost
Dean & Trudy Plautz
Jan & Stanley Poff
Cindy Powell
Robert & Linda Price
Neal Ratzlaff
Tom & Sue Reiber
Richard & Betty Ann Ritscher
Roger Furrer & Malia Robinson
Bill & Jeanne Ross
Grant Newbold & Jennifer Rumery
Jackie Rundstrom
Katheryn Russi
Lee & Delphine Sanks
Teresa & David Schmidt
Michael & Diane Schnieders
Julie Schroeder
Paul Tebbel & Lynn Schweissinger
Dan & Jo Slawski

Virginia Stowe
Pat Waak & Ken Strom
Scott & Nancy Stuckey
Kirk & Jennifer Summers
Bill & Autumn Taddicken
Mark & Avril Thompson
Eric & Molly Trettel
William & Joan Truhlsen
Richard & Karen Vierk
Carol Wahl
Jeff & Betty Warren
Terry & Holly Warth
Marcia & Don Welch
Bruce Wendorff
Marsha Fangmeyer & James Wiest
Emma Jane Wilder
Colin & Janet Wilke
Robert & Donna Willey
Jim & Linda Williams
Greg & Nancy Williams
Marianna Wimberley
Deb Wingfield
Carl Wolfe
John & Reven Wright
Debra Yankey

HABITAT ACQUISITION FUND
John & Susan Christensen
Candace Havely
Katie & Bill Stevens

OUR SUPPORTERS

BRAIDED RIVER SOCIETY
There is a one-of-kind wildlife resource in North America; a prairie river made up of braided channels flowing around shifting sandbars.  There 
are one half million sandhill cranes and several endangered species that depend on this river. There is a growing group of people from 
around the world who are committed to preserving this precious resource for generations to come…The Braided River Society.

Please consider joining this important group of people helping to create a legacy for the Platte River.  By becoming a member 
of the Braided River Society, you will help safeguard this important national treasure and touch the lives of each person that experiences 
first-hand the amazing wonders of the natural world.  Most importantly, you will be protecting the future of the Platte River.  Your gift 
makes a real difference.  Please consider joining today!

CRANE RIVER
$25,000 or more
Margery Nicolson

WHOOPING CRANE
$10,000-$24,999
Harold & Eleanor Hamilton
Duncan & Janice McGregor 
Katheryn Russi
Julie Schroeder

SANDHILL CRANE
$5,000-$9,999
Ron & Judy Parks

BALD EAGLE
$2,500-$4,999
Don & Judy Brockmeier
Mike & Becky Evers
Kay Horner
Helen Kenefick
James & Kathleen McKenzie

PIPING PLOVER
$1,000-$2,499
Rob & Susan Ahlschwede
Thomas & Lynn Ashby
Sue Barlow

John H. Davidson & Cathy F. Beard
Charles & Marylin Bicak
Ann & Ron Bolinger
Roger Neil & Marla Bouton
Linda Brown
Marian Brown
Fiona & Marvin Caruthers
Bill & Rosemary Draeger
Alice & Michael Epstein
Charlotte Griswold-Tergis
Heather Henson
Stephen & Jennifer Homan
Diane Gilles & Stephen Johnson
Joel & Jill Johnson
Deb Knudsen
LeRoy & Donna Kuta
Marian Langan & David Murphy
Linda K. Miller
Robert & Diane Mutchie
Diana Nevins
Patti & Tom Peterson
Dean & Trudy Plautz
Robert & Jane Pricer
Alice Rumery
Margaret Sharp
Michael & Janice Smith
Michelle & James Styring
Bill & Autumn Taddicken

Bill & Joan Truhlsen
Carol Wahl
Chris Wright

MEADOWLARK
$500-$999
Mote & Patti Andrews
Helen Arnold
Roger Beck & Eric Anderson
Vincent & Vicki Bjorling
John & Pat Brotherton
Debra Burg
Gregg Campbell
Thomas Crusse
David & Ann Duey
William Dunn
Robert & Sandra Erickson
LaJean Firminhac
Nancy & Larry Forsberg
Larry & Suzanne Fuller
Ron & Nancy Gorgen
Carolyn Hall
George & Christine Happ
Stephen Jones
Roger & Rita Jones
Martha Jones
Thornton Jordan
Kam-Ching & Yvonne Leung

Sue Lojinger
Maxine Mandell
Brian & Jane Moody
Carylann Mucha
Gregory & Catherine Oneglia
Regina Phelps
Jim & Mary Pipher
Charles & Patricia Punelli
Susan Raymond
Richard & Lisa Reichman
Leslie Roslund
Donna & Robert Royer
James & Jean Sandrock
Gary & Jan Small
Kirk & Jennifer Summers
Rae Ellen Syverson & Carl Wolfe
Ed Taddicken
Lois Tandy
Naseem Munshi & Michael Tupper
David & Lorma Wiebe
Marsha Fangmeyer & James Wiest
Donna Willey
Greg & Dina Wingfield
Gerald Woods
Lael Greenfield & Janet Wright
Kirby & Mary Zicafoose

*NEW MEMBERS IN BOLD



OUR SUPPORTERS
Mary Ava Gossman
Donna Wieting & Roger Griffis
Curtis & Marjorie Halvorson
Karen Haynes
Susan Hazelwood
 ~In honor of Bette Green
Russ Heuckendorf
Lynette Hobza
Joyce Hofferber
Linda Stephen & Masaya Honda
Jane Hood
Michael & Karen Houghton
Dean Hurliman
Jeff Clark & Marion Jackson
 ~In honor of Kevin Delaney
Kathryn Jahn
Kavita Jeerage
Todd Jensen
Margaret Wheelock & Keith Johnson
Gregg Johnson
Warren Jones
Catha Loomis & Mary Anne Joyce
Dennis & Rhalene Katus
Mary Kelly
Fred Kempf
John & Martha Kendall
James & Susan Koelliker
Cynthia Krusell
Andrea Kuhn
Melanie Landry
Elizabeth Leavell
Jeffrey Leidigh
Denison Levy
Dan & Carol Lindstrom
Diana Lough
Diana & Robert Luscher
Ellen Magee
Debra Mallory
Michael Martin
Joanne Mason
Kit Alff & Scott Matteson
Gail Mayo
Amy McBride Barker
Jean McGuire
Daniel & Dorothy McKinney
Martha McMillen
 ~In honor of Charles Wilson Lanning
Robert & Beth Melonuk
Tess Meuer
Lynne Mills
Marta Moorman
Charlotte Mullen
Marilyn Nash
John & Evalyn Nerbonne
Joan Nilles
Tom Nilsson
J. Evan & Carolyn Nordstrom
Wil & Shari Packard
Jennifer Patterson
Denis & Sarah Petersen
David & Betty Pollart
Robert & Sally Puth
Marlene & Bob Rasmussen
Robert & Eileen Raun
Jo Gilder & Larry Reed
Don & Barbara Reeves
Jane Reinkordt
Mary Riley
Tina Rising
Paul Rockwell
Martha Narey & Josephine Rose
Bill & Jeanne Ross
Norman Ross
Byron Rot
Fiona Roubicek
 ~In memory of Norma Carr
Allen & Dorothy Sanders
Betty Sayers
Linda Schave
Catherine Keane & David Scheu

Grace & William Schoedel
Kevin Schutz
Jack & Pamela Schwandt
Carol Shaddy
Yvonne Shohl
Rosemary Smith
Michael Smith
Jerry & Candice Snow
Karen Spahn
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Speer
Jerry & Debbie Stevens
Paul & Joanne Stohl
James & Mary Stolley
Crystal Stratton
Dan & Maria Swanson
Tom Barnett & Julia Talley
Richard Taylor
Mary Kay Teel
Elizabeth Thompson
Lawrence & Sharyn Thompson
Margaret Thrasher
 ~In memory of Glen C. Thrasher
Leland Trotter
Rachel Simpson & Don Umstadter
Christina Usher
Mark Vidor
Bill & Linda Vosik
Ronald & Sheryl Wachter
Gary & Diana Wade
Barbara Walch
Susan Warren
Irene Warshauer
Alan Tomkins & Vicky Weisz
Ruth Welti
Joleen Widman
Barbara & Russell Williams
Mary Alice Wilson
Patricia Wixom
Valerie Wright
Karin Zahorik
Paul & Linda Younes
Pam Zambelli

$1-$49
Patricia Alagna
Kenneth & Glenda Allen
Thomas Allenson
Linda Andes-Georges
Clark & Jill Archer
Joan & Paul Armer
Judith Armstrong
Dale Hammerschmidt & Mary Arneson
Jana Atchison
Mary & John Baker
Roger & Carolyn Benefiel
Mark & Karen Benson
Ann Marie Birky
Lynette Black
Ron Boerner
Clark Borchard
Dallas & Martha Bosomworth
Randy Bradley
Tim Brandy
Joseph & Margaret Brewster
Steven Brown
Anne Bruce
Patricia Burchard
Jerry & Susan Burgess
Mike & Heather Burns
Karin & Jess Cassel
Lowell Chappell
Charles Chase
Megan Christenson
Fritz & Jan Clark
Laura Coble
Tom Cohen
Henry Coletto
Lillian Connelly
Rebecca Cox
Therese Cummiskey

Barbara Cunningham
 ~In honor of Ned & Ro Vaughn
William Curtis
Jude Blitz & Tom Daly
Priscilla Dean
James Dickson
Jean Dilworth
Joe & Alice Doyle
Larry & Kathy Dugan
Sherrill & Jeffrey Dye
Tillford Egland
Karin Erickson
James & Gail Ewin
Tory & Jean Ewing
Bill Felker
Mike Fox
Teresa Freeman
Susan Gaarder
John Garceau
Marlene Gatz
Kurt & Janet Geisinger
Margaret Geller
Peter Gent
Dave & Karen Gerdes
Caroline Gerlach
Gloria Gervais
Michael & Janette Gilbert
Mary Gillette
Roman & Nadine Glemba
Al & Vicki Goeken
Stephen & Donna Good
Lu Goodrum
Jane Gortz
Gretchen Graff
Connie Grienke
Claudette Grivaz
Ruth Guillemette
Bill Gundlach
Julie Guzzetta
Patricia Hakanson
Mary Halfmann
Robin Hamilton
Edgar Harvey
Ruth Hass
Phyllis Hawkins
Lois Hayward
Walter & Ann Hayward
David Heberlein
Barton Hoag
Bob & Anne Horton
Jacquelyn Hummel
Verne Huser
Ron Ikan
Carol Incremona
Jeff & Linda Jacobsen
Scott & Andrea Jacobsen
Marla Jacquinot
Wally & Melody Jobman
Linda Johnson
Jan & Don Kamis
Brad Kernick
Clem & Elizabeth Klaphake
Shelley Albers & John Klindt
Ray & Marguerite Klingbeil
Jesse & Amber Koch
Paul & Marcella Konig
Elinor & Michael Kopack
Thomas & Margaret Kownover
Carl & Arlys Kremer
Donald Krieger
Stan & Lois Kruschwitz
Kay LaBanca
Stanley Lanzano
Paula & Thomas Lapp
Harlan Larson
Maria Lasagna
Harold Lear
Randy & Sue Leber
Kim Lecher

Norm Lewis
Kathryn Lindsay
Cody Long
Joyce Markle
Constance Mattox
Douglas & Martha Maxwell
Mary Lou Meier
Wallace Merriam
Margaret Michalski
Robbin Miller-Hawk
Gary & Carol Morrow
Jeff & Connie Mullen
Kent & Sheila Myers
Richard Neuzil
Thomas & Mary Lou Nicholls
Brent Brye & Lucy Nitz
Bonita Oliva
Stan Oxenreider
Michael Paredes
 ~In honor of Joy Embleton
Robert Parsons
Dave & Elaine Patterson
Kyle Patterson Phillips
Fred Baker & Hannah Pavlik
Maggie Pettersen
David & Deborah Piper
Don & Pam Poggensee
Sherri Poggi
Amalia Pugh
Mary Ann Pykkonen
Rochelle Renken
Linda Richards
Paul Riley
Steven & Lois Rudnick
Rick Ruggles
Robert Russell
Tammy Sanders
Felicia Santini
Ann Marie Godfrey & Catherine Satern
C. Kay Sayre
Jon & Peg Schallert
Kathleen Scheinberg
Toby Schlick
Edwina & Aaron Schmitz
Alice Schneider
Paul & Darlene Schroeder
Charles & Bonnie Schuknecht
Richard Scott
Paul Seamans
Rebecca & Sharad Seth
Wayne & Marlene Shaw
Barbara Silber
Carolyn Sonderman
Dan Splett
Clark Springman
Grace Stanley
Harold & Ruby Ann Stump
Barbara Sullivan
Jan Lavacek & Carole Sullivan
Mark Sutherland
Karen Taylor
Marjorie Tello
Mary Teters
Scott & Shirleen Tucker
Reed Turner
Beverly Van Der Weide
Laurel Van Ham
Bill & Patricia Van Hoegarden
Peter Van Sciver
Gordon & JoAnn Verhaeghe
Lindy & Dale Voss
Mary Eno & Dan Wagner
Lois Waldref
Diana Wang
Mary Watson
Michelle Weldon
George & Frances Wheat
Glenn & Christine White
Edwin & Carol Williams

Dennis Willson
Anna & Roger Winans
Lois Winkel
Thelma Wise
 ~In memory of Norma Carr
Barbara Wolf
Genny Wolf
 ~In memory of Norma Carr
Sandra Wolinski
Greg & Jeanne Wright
Patricia Wynne
John Zychowicz

40TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT
Kathryn Benzel & Michael Adams
Rob & Susan Ahlschwede
Mote & Patti Andrews
Helen Arnold
Alan Bartels
Ed & Mary Berglund
Charles & Marylin Bicak
Glenda Blauch
Kathy & Jon Bokenkamp
Roger Neil & Marla Bouton
John & Staci Cannon
Tom Carlson
Ron & Judy Carter
T.J. & Bethany Clinch
Cooper Foundation 
Dr. & Mrs. Roger A. Cutshall
Thomas Leibold & Julie DeLuca

Steve & Tammie Duncan
Mike & Becky Evers
Nancy & Larry Forsberg
Jerald & Janet Fox
Sally Ganem
Patty Geist
Georgia Glass
David Graham
Jeff & Judy Greenwald
Walter & Frances Grobelny
Galen & Marilyn Hadley
Carolyn Hall
Joyce Hanes
Dick & Linda Harr
Robert Heyd
Ben & Sara Homan
Tobin & Cynthia Houlden
International Crane Foundation 
Jim & Julianna Jenkins
Joel & Jill Johnson
Roger & Rita Jones
Richard & Marilyn Jussel
Richard & Audrey Kauders
Kearney Visitors Bureau 
Gene & Connie Koepke
H. Hod Kosman
John & Barb La Duke
Dan & Carol Lindstrom
Tony & Gail Lowenberg
Kathleen Hawkins & Charles Marn
Walter & Jennifer Martin

Karen Humphrey & Jon McBride
Duncan & Janice McGregor
Kevin & Carol McGregor
Andy Jader & Nancy McGregor-Jader
Jim & Kathleen McKenzie
Arnold Mendenhall
Jim Meyers
Brian & Jane Moody
Diana Nevins
Margery Nicolson
Gary Zaruba & Karen Park
Patti & Tom Peterson
Mark & Doreen Pfost
Dean & Trudy Plautz
Jan & Stanley Poff
Cindy Powell
Robert & Linda Price
Neal Ratzlaff
Tom & Sue Reiber
Richard & Betty Ann Ritscher
Roger Furrer & Malia Robinson
Bill & Jeanne Ross
Grant Newbold & Jennifer Rumery
Jackie Rundstrom
Katheryn Russi
Lee & Delphine Sanks
Teresa & David Schmidt
Michael & Diane Schnieders
Julie Schroeder
Paul Tebbel & Lynn Schweissinger
Dan & Jo Slawski

Virginia Stowe
Pat Waak & Ken Strom
Scott & Nancy Stuckey
Kirk & Jennifer Summers
Bill & Autumn Taddicken
Mark & Avril Thompson
Eric & Molly Trettel
William & Joan Truhlsen
Richard & Karen Vierk
Carol Wahl
Jeff & Betty Warren
Terry & Holly Warth
Marcia & Don Welch
Bruce Wendorff
Marsha Fangmeyer & James Wiest
Emma Jane Wilder
Colin & Janet Wilke
Robert & Donna Willey
Jim & Linda Williams
Greg & Nancy Williams
Marianna Wimberley
Deb Wingfield
Carl Wolfe
John & Reven Wright
Debra Yankey

HABITAT ACQUISITION FUND
John & Susan Christensen
Candace Havely
Katie & Bill Stevens

OUR SUPPORTERS

BRAIDED RIVER SOCIETY
There is a one-of-kind wildlife resource in North America; a prairie river made up of braided channels flowing around shifting sandbars.  There 
are one half million sandhill cranes and several endangered species that depend on this river. There is a growing group of people from 
around the world who are committed to preserving this precious resource for generations to come…The Braided River Society.

Please consider joining this important group of people helping to create a legacy for the Platte River.  By becoming a member 
of the Braided River Society, you will help safeguard this important national treasure and touch the lives of each person that experiences 
first-hand the amazing wonders of the natural world.  Most importantly, you will be protecting the future of the Platte River.  Your gift 
makes a real difference.  Please consider joining today!

CRANE RIVER
$25,000 or more
Margery Nicolson

WHOOPING CRANE
$10,000-$24,999
Harold & Eleanor Hamilton
Duncan & Janice McGregor 
Katheryn Russi
Julie Schroeder

SANDHILL CRANE
$5,000-$9,999
Ron & Judy Parks

BALD EAGLE
$2,500-$4,999
Don & Judy Brockmeier
Mike & Becky Evers
Kay Horner
Helen Kenefick
James & Kathleen McKenzie

PIPING PLOVER
$1,000-$2,499
Rob & Susan Ahlschwede
Thomas & Lynn Ashby
Sue Barlow

John H. Davidson & Cathy F. Beard
Charles & Marylin Bicak
Ann & Ron Bolinger
Roger Neil & Marla Bouton
Linda Brown
Marian Brown
Fiona & Marvin Caruthers
Bill & Rosemary Draeger
Alice & Michael Epstein
Charlotte Griswold-Tergis
Heather Henson
Stephen & Jennifer Homan
Diane Gilles & Stephen Johnson
Joel & Jill Johnson
Deb Knudsen
LeRoy & Donna Kuta
Marian Langan & David Murphy
Linda K. Miller
Robert & Diane Mutchie
Diana Nevins
Patti & Tom Peterson
Dean & Trudy Plautz
Robert & Jane Pricer
Alice Rumery
Margaret Sharp
Michael & Janice Smith
Michelle & James Styring
Bill & Autumn Taddicken

Bill & Joan Truhlsen
Carol Wahl
Chris Wright

MEADOWLARK
$500-$999
Mote & Patti Andrews
Helen Arnold
Roger Beck & Eric Anderson
Vincent & Vicki Bjorling
John & Pat Brotherton
Debra Burg
Gregg Campbell
Thomas Crusse
David & Ann Duey
William Dunn
Robert & Sandra Erickson
LaJean Firminhac
Nancy & Larry Forsberg
Larry & Suzanne Fuller
Ron & Nancy Gorgen
Carolyn Hall
George & Christine Happ
Stephen Jones
Roger & Rita Jones
Martha Jones
Thornton Jordan
Kam-Ching & Yvonne Leung

Sue Lojinger
Maxine Mandell
Brian & Jane Moody
Carylann Mucha
Gregory & Catherine Oneglia
Regina Phelps
Jim & Mary Pipher
Charles & Patricia Punelli
Susan Raymond
Richard & Lisa Reichman
Leslie Roslund
Donna & Robert Royer
James & Jean Sandrock
Gary & Jan Small
Kirk & Jennifer Summers
Rae Ellen Syverson & Carl Wolfe
Ed Taddicken
Lois Tandy
Naseem Munshi & Michael Tupper
David & Lorma Wiebe
Marsha Fangmeyer & James Wiest
Donna Willey
Greg & Dina Wingfield
Gerald Woods
Lael Greenfield & Janet Wright
Kirby & Mary Zicafoose

*NEW MEMBERS IN BOLD



ORGANIZATIONAL 
SUPPORT
$10,000-$24,999
Island Foundation

$1,000-$9,999
The Atticus Trust
Westport Garden Club

$100-$999
Central Nebraska Auto Club
Kearney Area Community Foundation
Mile High United Way

$50-$99
McKesson Foundation
John G. Neihardt Chapter of Delphian

INDIVIDUALS
$10,000-$14,999
Anonymous

$500-$9,999
Bill & Gretchen Cutts
Kenneth & Jenny Younger
 ~In memory of Hedwig, Lindo &
 Forrest Kinzli

$100-$499
Barbara Barratt
Mary Ann Barton
Margye Baumgardner
Anne Beckett
Pamela Bergmann
Erik Lundquist & Nancy Biles
Dale Birkenholz
Don & Judy Bishop
Mary & Keith Blackmore
Chuck & Christy Blend
John Royster & Katie Blesener
Dr. William & Joan Blohm
Ann & Richard Boelter
Jerry & Marilou Bork
David & Dorothy Bowman
Virginia Brightwell
Mrs. Walter Brissenden
Mary Broad
Scott & Susan Bulfinch
DeVona Caha
John & Florence Carnahan
David & Linda Chadsey
James & Joan Chambers
John & Susan Christensen
Bill & Michelle Cita
Jerry & Debra Colvert
 ~In memory of Norma Carr
Jim & Judi Cook
Tim & Pam Corcoran
Julie Flaherty & Robert Cukla
Melissa Curtis
William & Pamela Daws
Richard & Carol Deardorff
Susan Pepper & John Dubendorff
Charles & Linda Duckworth
Mary Dueren
Laurie Duker
Marilyn Eckles
Ron & Joan Ellermeier
Deborah Elliott
Cynthia Ellis
 ~In memory of Norma Carr

Robert & Susan Elmore
Phillip Erven
Ken Evers
Thomas Farrell
 ~In memory of Katherine Farrell
Kay & Nile Fellows
Edward & Mary Lee Fitzsimmons
Roberta Flatten
Mary Fling
Jason & Jennifer Fowler
Annette Freeman
Tom & Martha Friedlander
Bob Fullenkamp
Richard & Monique Gershon
John & Ann Goellner
Judith Gray
Norm & Ruth Griswold
Gaye Groene
Richard Grube
Michael & Arlene Gudall
Harry & Vivian Guzniczak
Mary Hall
Ian & Kiki Happer
Gary & Ortrud Hauptli
Cindy Havekost
Richard Heessel
 ~In memory of Norma Carr
Chris & Audrey Henningson
Robert & Joann Henszey
Nita Herreman
Gary & Darcy Hess
George Hildenbrandt
Cody & Karen Hudson
Richard & Beverly Irons
Carolyn & John Jacobson
Harold & Betsy Janeway
Jill & David Jensen
Andrew M. Jergens
David Johnson
Clint & Pat Jones
Thomas & Tricia Jostlein
Jack Kemp
Courtney Kilgore
Katherine Killen
Paul Klahr
Larry Kline
Karen Koka
Mary Korneman
 ~In memory of John M. Antieau
Pete & Jane Kotsiopulos
Kimberly Kracman
Paula Kramer
David & Susan Kramer
Geoff Kronik
John & Francheska Lamb
Jaime & Daniel Lane
Lynda Leonhard
Greg & Judy Linder
Mike & Karen Linot
Carol Litchfield
Katherine Macke
Jane & Martin Maehr
Donna Mahoney
Shirley & Michael Marecak
Bonnie Marron
Shannon Martin
Richard & Carol Merrick
Sharon Mesle-Morain
Donna Milgrim
Neil & Jennifer Miller
 ~In memory of Wendell August Miller
Beverly Miller
Vivikka Molldrem

Thomas & Olga Moreland
Julia Murphy
Diana Murrell
Chuck Casanova & Robin Nelson
 ~In memory of Dr. Jamalee Fenimore
Rup & Biss Nitschke
Patricia Norman
Claire & David Oppenheim
Paul Oberbroeckling & Rebecca Orr
Anne Leslie Pahre
Tom & Karen Parkman
Gale & Betty Paxton
Ed & Sil Pembleton
Randy Pfeifer
James Pipkin
Charles & Eileene Pippenger
Sheila Plotkin
Robert & Jean Pollock
Keith & Dolores Poyser
Elizabeth Presnail
Donald Ralston
Jay Rasmussen
Robert Rathjen
Kay Rewerts
Jessica Roberts
Elaine Roberts
Christine Robertsen
Gene & Bonnie Rohrbeck
Kathy Root
John & Beth Ross
Ramona Roy
Carol Ruckel
 ~In honor of Lynne Woodman 
   & Bill Wendling
Pat Russell
Deborah Samac
Ronald & Dorothy Schafer
Ed & Judy Schrock
Lynn Anderson & Mark Shapiro
James Shaw
Will & Robert Sheehan
Alan Lurie & Susanne Shrader
Jennifer Smith
Carol Smith
Rosalie Snell
Karla Snively
Chris & Vicki Sommerich
Stuart Feen & Carol Sonnenschein
Janet Southern
Ron & Jennifer Spielman
Lawrence & Marilyn Staples
Mary Herndon & Christopher Stipp
Delbert Straub
 ~In memory of Carolyn Straub
Kathleen Streid Noe
Glenda Sturtevant
Joseph & Marcia Sullivan
Laura Sweets
William Swift
John & Ingrid Tangeman
Ken & Doranne Tewell
Richard & Nancy Thuma
Cynthia Tinkham-Shepherd
Richard & Marjorie Tipton
Michel Cavigelli & Martha Tomecek
Margaret Triplett
Brooke Triplett
Jane Watts
Phillip Wattwood
John & Connie Wesley
Eleanor & Robert Whitaker
Bonnie White
Jim & Gloria Wiener

John Williamson
Gary & Janet Wooler
John Wyman
Jack Williams & Jane York
Ellen Yorke
Janet & Tip Ziegler
Ward Zimmerman
 ~In memory of Donagene Marie Bell

$50-$99
Dr. Carter Abbott
Raylene Ahlgren
George & Sherril Albin
Byron Almquist
Alan & Rowena Angell
Ellie Arden
Ed & Marilyn Armstrong
Jill & Philip Baringer
Melissa Barnett
Sheila & James Barr
Susan Bastek
 ~In honor of Sarah A. Henry
Mitch & Katie Bean
Dick & Barbara Beechner
Janis Berg
Ed & Mary Berglund
Patricia Birch
Cheryl Bishop
Joyce Bork
Kate & Robert Brooke
 ~In memory of Randy Vinson Hiatt
Bruno & Constance Buratto
Barb & Ed Burgess
Connie & Norman Burkepile
Norman & Chris Byrd
James Carter
David & Ann Catlin
Jeffrey Christian
Dennis & Sheila Christopherson
Mary Claridge
James & Cindy Clark
Richard Coil
John & Karen Colby
Robert & Ann De Mars
Bruce Dehnbostel
Amy Dobrian
Dani Duffield
Bob & Joanne Dulski
Frank Pommersheim & Anne Dunham
Karen Dunn
Gary Eckhardt
Amy Bix & Taner Edis
Dan Ellig
John & Tracy Falconer
Andree & Greg Farley
Kay Farris
Judith Feigin
John Finkner
Julie Fischer
 ~In honor of Debbie Hunsberger
Wayne Fithian
Diane Foster
David Foster-Bates
Myron & Iola Fougeron
Beverly Fowler
Robert & Maureen Fox
Wayne Galles
Jo-Ann Garavaglia
Susan Michaud & Joel Garb
 ~In honor of Lael Greenfield & Janet  
   Wright
Bob & Judy Gardiner
Marla Gault

Rowe Sanctuary would like to thank everyone who has supported our work on behalf of cranes and other wildlife that depend on the Platte 
River and its associated ecosystems. The following gifts were received between October 1, 2013 - March 31, 2014.

OUR SUPPORTERS

The support and recognition of all our donors is extremely important to us.  If a donor has been inadvertently left off of this list, please let 
us know so any missing names or corrections can be made in the next issue.

SANDHILL CRANE
$2,500 & above
Aveda
Kearney Visitors Bureau
Nebraska Central Telephone Company
Platte River Recovery Implementation 
 Program

BALD EAGLE
$1,000-$2,499
Burchell’s White Hill Farmhouse
Cabela’s
Calamus Outfitters
Copycat Printing
Eakes Office Plus
Intellicom

Michael Forsberg Photography
Sandhills Publishing
Younes Hospitality

MEADOWLARK
$500-$999
Best Western Plus Mid Nebraska
First National Bank

Headwaters Corporation (Education Spon-
sor)
Wells Fargo

FEATHERED FRIENDS
$100-$499
New Victorian Inn & Suites

2014 CORPORATE SPONSORS

Our corporate sponsors support Rowe Sanctuary in a variety of ways through generous financial and in-kind assistance.  Above is the listing of our 2014 sponsors.  
If you would like information on our corporate and education sponsorship opportunities, please contact Bill Taddicken at btaddicken@audubon.org.

Have you considered Rowe Sanctuary in your 
Planned Giving?
Supporting Rowe Sanctuary’s conservation and education efforts 
with a bequest in your will, or by naming Rowe Sanctuary as 
the beneficiary for your retirement plan assets is an important 
decision.  

Should you decide to gift Rowe Sanctuary in your estate 
planning, we suggest the following wording, “I bequeath $____ 
( or _____% of my residuary estate) to the Iain Nicolson 
Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary, a not-for-profit 
environmental organization with its principle offices located in 
New York, NY.” 

As you consider your life’s priorities, we encourage you to seek 
the advice and counsel of professional advisors. 

For more information please contact Bill Taddicken at 
308-468-5282 or send an email to rowesanctuary@audubon.org.

YOU CAN HELPDEVELOPMENT 

Creating a Legacy for Nature 
Making a planned gift from your estate is a wonderful way to help ensure a future for Audubon’s 
important conservation work. We are creating a recognition society for supporters making planned gifts 
to any of our Audubon Nebraska programs, including the Iain Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe 
Sanctuary, the Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center, or our statewide area of greatest need.  Planned 
gifts can also be designated to endowment to help ensure our conservation success into the future.  

We appreciate these gifts and want to recognize you for your leadership and dedication. We also want 
to make people aware of this giving option. If you have included Audubon in your estate plans, please 
contact me directly at 402/797-2301, or at mlangan@audubon.org. Even if you wish to remain 
anonymous, it helps for us to know of your intentions. We will list you in our materials as “Anonymous”  
to let others know how many people care about this work. 

We extend our sincere appreciation to you for your support of Audubon Nebraska. 

 

Executive Director, Audubon Nebraska 
 
Marian Langan photo 

 

How to include Rowe Sanctuary in your planned giving 
 
From the director… 

Bill Taddicken photo 

Rowe’s Crane Cam is available at http://rowe.audubon.org/crane-cam.   

CNN.com- Naturalist Beth Pratt shares with CNN that Rowe Sanctuary is one of the top seven U.S. spots 
for wildlife.    
 
 

  

 
 

Creating a Legacy for Nature
Making a planned gift from your estate is a wonderful way to help 
ensure a future for Audubon’s important conservation work. We 
are creating a recognition society for supporters making planned 
gifts to any of our Audubon Nebraska programs, including the Iain 
Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary, the Spring Creek 
Prairie Audubon Center, or our statewide area of greatest need.  
Planned gifts can also be designated to endowment to help ensure 
our conservation success into the future. 
We appreciate these gifts and want to recognize you for your 
leadership and dedication. We also want to make people aware 
of this giving option. If you have included Audubon in your 
estate plans, please contact me directly at 402/797-2301, or at 
mlangan@audubon.org. Even if you wish to remain anonymous, 
it helps for us to know of your intentions. We will list you in our 
materials as “Anonymous” to let others 
know how many people care about this 
work. We extend our sincere appreciation 
to you for your support of Audubon 
Nebraska.
 

Executive Director, Audubon Nebraska

Rowe’s Wish List

6 passenger electric golf cart

Power Washer

Digital Projector

ATV Trailer

New commercial vacuum cleaner

New Ipad

Three point box scraper for tractor

Adobe InDesign software for PC

Adobe Acrobat Pro software for PC

Samsung W300 HD camcorder

$5 million Endowment
The appearance of several whooping cranes capped off the spring migration 
of cranes this year.  During the last couple of weeks of the migration, a total 
of 21 whooping cranes spent at least one night on the sanctuary, which is a 
record for Rowe.  Photo Credit: Don Brockmeier



Academy Award-winning actor Forest Whitaker congratulates 
Phoebe Lockhart, 18, of Ogallala (center) and Audrey Worthing, 
13, of Elm Creek (right) on being named Nebraska’s top two youth 
volunteers for 2014 by The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards. 
Phoebe and Audrey were honored at a ceremony on Sunday, May 4 at 
the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History, where they 
each received a $1,000 award.

ROWE HAPPENINGS CONTINUED

FAMILY PROGRAMS
A Naturally Good Time for Everyone!  Future 
programming is listed below. For additional details and 
to verify dates, please give us a call at (308) 468-5282.

July 19 | Firefly Picnic    
7:30 PM
Bring your own snack picnic and watch the sunset on 
the Platte River. Then spend a relaxing evening learning 
about fireflies and other insects.

October 11 | Owl Prowl     
TBD 
Come walk through the prairie and along the Platte River 
as we search for night creatures including our iconic 
owls.  The evening will end with a marshmallow roast.  
We’ll be outside for the entire program, so please dress 
in layers.

Coming in October!  
Rowe Adventures for Adults – Please visit our ‘Calendar 
of Events’ page on our website for details and to confirm 
dates and start times for all programs.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thanks to all of you who have liked 
us on Facebook.  Be sure to check out 
our page to see what’s happening 
throughout the year. 

outreach, marketing, and grant-writing activities, and managed 
the Pupil Transportation contract with the Nebraska Department 
of Education. She is an adjunct Lecturer with the Department of 
Economics, teaching written and oral business communication 
courses. Prior to joining UNK Cindy was the Projects Coordinator 
for the Buffalo County Economic Development Corporation. Cindy is 
an active member of the Kearney Area Chamber of Commerce and 
Kearney Noon Rotary. She is a past board member of the Kearney 
Area Children’s Museum and the Kearney Soccer Club. She lives in 
Kearney with her husband Tobin, 15 year old daughter Madalyn and 
cats Alley and Spooky. Cindy will be located at the Iain Nicolson 
Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary.

Andrew Pierson joined the staff at Rowe Sanctuary during 
the height of spring crane season assuming the new role of 

Habitat Program Manager. Andrew comes with experience in 
habitat management and conservation planning most recently 
as Coordinating Wildlife Biologist with Rocky Mountain Bird 
Observatory. He has also spent time completing sensitive species 
monitoring in the mountains of Idaho as a Student Conservation 
Association (SCA) intern and Biological Science Technician with the 
US Forest Service and delivering habitat conservation programs as 
a Wildlife Biologist with Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. 
Andrew grew up on a farm and ranch along the braided Middle 
Loup River in Central Nebraska and so finds himself in a familiar 
landscape at The Sanctuary. He has a degree in Biological Sciences 
from the University of Nebraska – Lincoln. Andrew, wife Johnna, 
daughter Jettlyn and golden retriever Custard are enjoying their 
new home in Grand Island and life in the Platte valley.

VOLUNTEERISM

EDUCATION

Volunteer Spotlight – Crane Season Volunteers

The staff here at Rowe greatly appreciates the time and effort 
our volunteers put in throughout the year, but even more so 
during Crane Season.  Preparing our facilities for the crowds 
of people that arrive in March and early April to keeping the 
facilities in tip top shape while the visitors are here; taking 
reservations over the phone for our tours, leading those tours 
day and night, providing information to our visitors, stocking 
and staffing our gift shop; essentially doing anything they 
are asked to do – they are simply amazing.  This season, 
97 volunteers totaled nearly 5,000 hours. This equates to 
approximately $84,000 in savings toward our annual budget. 
Again, simply amazing!  A big THANK YOU to each and every 
one of our volunteers.  We couldn’t do this without you!

Sharon, a Lexington, Nebraska seventh grader wrote the haiku above 
after her experience in a morning viewing blind this past March. 
But this year, educational programming during crane season was 
not just for the traditional student.  Rowe offered a new weekend 
speaker series. Subjects ranged from how to take better pictures 

with your point and shoot camera to the history of the Platte River 
and Rowe Sanctuary.  Rowe also offered a habitat tour that included 
a behind the scenes hands-on look at the conservation work being 
done on the sanctuary throughout the year.

CONSERVATION

Expanded Programming Offered During Crane Season

Keep a watchful eye
Be as quiet as a mouse

Watch as they fly by!

Heather Henson’s IBEX Puppetry performed at Kearney’s Merryman Performing Arts Center in celebration of Rowe 
Sanctuary’s 40th Anniversary.  ‘FLIGHT: A Crane’s Story’ was performed twice on March 29th.

This prescribed burn was conducted on one of Rowe’s prairie 
tracts in late April.

Managing for More than Cranes

As the last of the cranes depart the Platte River valley, the 
conservation focus shifts in part to providing upland grassland and 
wet meadow habitat to support plant community and associated 
wildlife diversity on Rowe Sanctuary. One of the most effective 
management activities in the staff’s toolbox is prescribed fire. Spring 
burns are planned each year to maintain or improve wildlife habitat 
by enhancing native warm-season grasses, inhibiting less desirable 
or invasive cool-season grasses, controlling Eastern red cedar and 
other woody species. Then, throughout the growing season, the 
entirety of The Sanctuary’s grassland habitats will be managed 
with some combination of prescribed haying and grazing, targeted 
control of invasive species or rest. Rowe Sanctuary’s upland prairies 
provide important habitat for resident and migratory grassland birds 
such as Grasshopper Sparrow, Dickcissel, Western Meadowlark, 

Bobolink, Northern Bobwhite, Henslow’s Sparrow, Field Sparrow, 
and Northern Harrier.
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The mission of Rowe Sanctuary is to preserve Platte River ecosystems for cranes and other wildlife through conservation and education.

Crane Cam - To watch the crane came, please
go to http://rowe.audubon.org/crane-cam.

Above  |  Rowe Volunteer Named Top Youth Volunteer

Below  |  Whooping Cranes Cap Off Crane Season

ROWE HAPPENINGS/NEWS 

40 Years Protecting America’s Great Migration
On March 15, Audubon’s Rowe Sanctuary celebrated its 40th anniversary with two 
events. An open house celebration event was held in the afternoon for the general 
public at Rowe and the Iain Nicolson Audubon Center Stewardship Board held an 
invitation only fundraising celebration that evening at the Museum of Nebraska Art.

The afternoon celebration was attended by more than 200 people who enjoyed 
several speakers including Dr. Paul Johnsgard, Nebraska’s First Lady, Sally Ganem, 
and Chandra Taylor Smith, V.P. Community Conservation and Education for National 
Audubon Society. Several past Directors of Rowe Sanctuary joined us as well, along 
with many people that have been involved over the past 40 years. Everyone had a 
great time reconnecting with friends and telling stories, as well as rejoicing in the 
future of Rowe. 

The Stewardship Board created a very special event for the 135 attendees that evening. 
The Museum of Nebraska Art was an amazing venue. The place was filled with crane 
related artwork and the Stewardship Board decorated beautifully to add to the already 
spectacular surroundings.  The event topped off with an auction that included a trip to 
Carmel, California, photographs from Tom Mangelson and Joel Sartore, as well as a poem 
written by Don Welch about Rowe Sanctuary called “Belong” that was framed and done in 
calligraphy. The evening closed with a “Fund-A-Need” auction, raising enough to purchase 
a 6x6 Polaris ATV to be used in habitat restoration and management. Overall the events of 
the day were hugely successful!

Audubon is truly fortunate to have such dedicated supporters of the 
work being done for the cranes and the Platte River. You are ensuring 
this place is a safe haven for cranes and a place people can come and 
feel the wing beats and hear the calls of America’s Greatest Migration. 
Thank you for caring about Rowe Sanctuary and our natural world. The 
future is bright because of people like you.
        Sincerely,
     

        Bill Taddicken, Director

Development & Conservation Staff Additions
Cindy Houlden will begin working with Audubon Nebraska as the Donor Relations 
Coordinator. Previously Cindy served as the Development and Special Events 
Coordinator for the Iain Nicolson Center at Rowe Sanctuary. Before joining 
Audubon, Cindy worked at UNK as the Safety Education and Research 
Manager for the Nebraska Safety Center where she coordinated center 

(continued on next page)


